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ATAA Student Outreach Program at MSU

Lansing, MI, March 20, 2010 - The Assembly of Turkish American Associations
(ATAA) held a student outreach event at Michigan State University. As part of its
student outreach plan, ATAA provided an opportunity to exchange ideas and lay the
foundations of networking at MSU. Under the leadership of Nurten Ural, Honorary
Consul General and ATAA past president, and ATAA civic engagement director Yenal
Kucuker, event provided an invaluable opportunity for students to discuss issues
regarding visa & immigration, political issues, business culture, and Turkish American
community and organizations in an informal Q&A setting.

The first part of the panel focused on the Turkish American organizations and
community. Ms. Nurten Ural presented information on various organizations and their
activities such as ATAA, Turkish American Cultural Association of Michigan (TACAM),
Turkish Coalition of America (TCA), Turkish Cultural Foundation (TCF), Turkish
American Chamber of Commerce and Industry (TACCI), Turkish American Scientists
and Scholars Association (TASSA) and several others. Ms. Ural emphasized various
resources, scholarships, internships, and grants that are offered by these
organizations and encouraged students to take part in these organizations to benefit
themselves and establish networks. Mr. Yenal Kucuker informed the students about
the increasing number of Turkish students studying in the USA and its importance for
ATAA and Turkish American community. Mr. Kucuker also mentioned about ATAA’s
civic engagement projects such as TABAN-Turkish American Broad Advocacy
Network and urged students to take an active role in Turkish American relations both
on and off campus.

The second part of the panel focused on the visa and immigration issues. Mrs. Deniz
Baser, an immigration attorney informed student about legal and administrative issues
and answered questions. In the final part of the panel, students were able to discuss
networking, career and success in the US with a group of successful Turkish American
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business and academic people.

Student outreach panel provided an important opportunity for the students and
participants to familiarize themselves with ATAA, and Turkish American Cultural
Association of Michigan — TACAM. Participants were entertained by Turkish folklore
dancing and belly dancing, presented by the MSU Turkish Student Association
members.

Michigan Eyalet Universitesi'nde ATAA Tiirk Ogrenci Yonlendirme Programi

Tirk Amerikan Dernekleri Birligi (ATAA) Michigan Eyalet Universitesinde "Tiirk
Ogrenci Yénlendirme Programi" diizenledi. ATAA’nin ABD'de okuyan Tiirk 6grencilerle
butinlesme amaci igerisinde gergeklesen panel, 6grencilere kendilerini ilgilendiren
konular hakkinda fikir alig-verisinde bulunma ve katilimcilarla iletisim kurma firsatini
verdi. Fahri Konsolos ve ATAA'nin 6nceki baskani Nurten Ural ve ATAA sivil katihm
kordinatéri Yenal Kuguker'in liderliginde, 6grenciler ABD'de karsilastiklari hukuki,
akademik, sosyal, kultirel sorunlar ve is bulmaya iligkin konular hakkinda bilgi
edindiler.

Panelin ilk bélimu Tirk Amerikan toplumu ve organizasyonlari Uzerine yogunlasti.
Nurten Ural ATAA basta olmak lzere ABD’de bulunan Michigan Tirk Amerikan Kulttr
Dernegi (TACAM), Amerika Tirk Koalisyonu (TCA), Turk Kultir Kurumu (TCF), Turk
Amerikan Ticaret Odasi (TACCI), Tirk Amerikan Bilimadamlari Derneg@i (TASSA), ve
diger birka¢ kurum ve kurulusu tanitti. Ural bu kurulus ve organizasyonlarin burs, staj
gibi imkanlarindan ornekler vererek 6grencilerin bunlardan faydalanarak gevrelerini
genisletmelerini 6nerdi. Yenal Kiglker de katilimcilari ABD’de hizla artan Turk
ogrencilerin sayilari hakkinda bilgilendirerek bunun ATAA ve Tirk Amerikan toplumu
icin olan 6neminden bahsetti. Kigiker ayrica ATAA'nin TABAN (Turkish American
Broad Advocacy Network) ve benzeri sivil toplum orgitli projeleri hakkinda
bilgilendirerek, égrencilerin Tirk Amerikan iliskilerinde hem Universite igcinde hem de
Universite diginda aktif bir rol almalari gerektigini belirtti.

Panelin ikinci bolimiinde Baser Hukuk Biirosu sahibi Avukat Deniz Baser, vize statlist
ve goécmenlik konularinda 6grencilere ayrintili bilgiler iletti ve 6grencilerin sorularini
yanitladi. Panelin son boéliminde &grenciler panele katilan bir grup basarili Tirk
Amerikan isadami ve akademisyenle kariyer, akademik, sosyal ve kultirel konular
hakkinda konusarak bilgi aldi ve konusmacilara gesitli sorular yoneltti.

Turk 6grenci yonlendirme programi panele katilan 6grencilere ve katilimcilara ATAA'yi
ve Michigan Turk Amerikan Kultir Dernegi (TACAM)'I tanitmasinin yanisira, Michigan
Eyalet Universitesi Tiirk Ogrenci Dernegi iiyeleri tarafindan sunulan folklor oyunlarini
izleme firsatini da verdi.
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